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Christ's words, " Thou art Peter," &c., apply to the Church
of Rome alone, affirming that they were spoken of the
whole Church. " How," he adds, " can the Roman Church
be, as you say it is, the very power of God without spot
or blemish, when we know that at least one bishop of
Rome (Liberius) has been branded as a heretic by the
common voice of Christendom."

Had the Arab domination embraced the whole of Spain,
and continued to be established over it, Spain could never
have become the priest-ridden country which it now is;
but the gradual advance of the Christian arms in the North
brought in its train a more and more complete subserviency
to the pope.

As the kings of Castile and Leon gradually won back
towns and provinces from the Arabs, some difference was
observed to exist between the religious usages of the newly
freed Christians and of those who had set them free. This
was specially apparent in the old Gothic liturgy, which the
Muzarabic Christians had used all along, and were still
using, whereas the Christians of Leon and the Asturias had
imported a newer recension from Rome.

Rumours of these discrepancies in religious ritual reached
Rome, and accordingly a legate,1 named Zanclus, was sent
to Spain in 925 from John X. to inquire into matters of
religion, and particularly into the ceremony of the mass,
the opinion being prevalent at Rome that the mass was
incorrectly performed according to the Gothic liturgy, and
that false doctrines were taught. However, Zanclus found
that the divergence was not sufficiently wide to warrant the
suppression of the ancient ritual. It may be that the power
of the Roman Church was not established so securely as
to admit of an interference so unpalatable to the ancient
church. She was content to bide her time; for such a

1 Mariana, vi. 9. Pseudo-Luit. gives the legate the name of Marinus,
and says he was sent in 932 to Basilius, Bishop of Toledo.